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EDITORIALS 


Strikes  Hit  Home 

As  a  child  listening  to  the  conversa- 
tion at  the  dinner  table  or  watching  the 
news  concerning  the  business-oriented 
world  into  which  most  Selwyn  Students  are 
born,  you  often  heard  news  of  striking  min- 
ers in  SchefFerville  or  of  walkouts  ordered  by 
the  International  Union  of  Basket- Weavers 
in  Afghanistan.  In  all  probability,  you 
turned  your  young  cheek  on  such  important 
matters  and  proceeded  to  play  with  your 
newest  set  of  Hot  Wheels  cars,  all  the  rage 
way  back  when.  But  such  ignorance  is  no 
longer  possible  or  permissible:  the  issue  of 
striking  has  jumped  from  the  pages  of  the 
Gazette  Weekly  Review  Section  right  into 
the  middle  of  our  own  Selwyn  House  Play- 
ground, the  challenging,  hardcore  arena  in 
which  the  politicians  of  tomorrow  are  being 
initiated.  The  average  strike  today  is  no 
longer  a  curiosity  issue  that  catches  the  eye, 
it  is  a  serious  problem  that  troubles  a  good 
portion  of  the  Selwyn  Senior  School  student 
body. 

The  type  of  strike  that  hits  home  the 
hardest  is,  uncoincidentally,  the  one  that 
occurs  the  most  often.  One  group  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Transit  Commission,  whether 
maintenance  people,  office  workers,  or  driv- 
ers, walks  off  the  job  almost  once  a  year,  ef- 
fectively shutting  down  the  rest  of  the  sys- 
tem until  it  returns.  I  cannot  argue  the  jus- 
tification of  what  these  people  are  doing,  as 
neither  I  nor  most  commuters  know  exactly 
what  has  or  has  not  been  agreed  upon  in 
their  contracts;  we  are  fed  propaganda  by 
both  Transit  Unions  and  the  Government. 
What  I  do  know  is  that  there  are  many 


students  at  Selwyn  who  buy  bus  passes,  and 
each  of  these  students  pays  upwards  of  $200 
per  annum  for  this  service.  Many  pay  for  a 
pass  from  their  own  allowance,  as  do  others 
who  deposit  40  cents  each  time  they  board  a 
bus  or  metro.  Halting  this  necessary  service 
at  any  time  is  an  inexcusable  act:  strikers 
are  essentially  giving  us  "the  finger"  by 
taking  our  money  and  then  striking.  Not  to 
mention  the  typical  24-route  driver  whose 
short  te-nper  and  unfriendly  actions  ver- 
bally imply  he  is  doing  you  the  greatest 
favour  in  the  world  by  actually  letting  you 
get  both  feet  on  the  bus  before  he  pulls  away 
firom  the  curb.  I  don't  mean  to  sound  snob- 
bish, but  a  regiilar  worker  shows  respect  to- 
wards the  person  who  signs  his  paycheck, 
usually  his  boss.  Because  the  commuting 
public  is  indirectly  "signing"  the  paycheck  of 
bus  drivers  and  their  associates,  we  should 
be  accorded  a  bit  more  respect  than  the 
greedy  "l  don't  care"  walkout  attitude.  We 
pay  far  better  than  minimum  wage,  too. 

Another  fi-ustrating  civil  servant 
strike  is  the  mail  strike.  Unlike  the  com- 
plete shutdown  that  occurs  during  bus 
strikes,  the  non-striking  mail  workers  con- 
tinue working  through  rain,  hail,  sleet, 
snow,  and  walkout  For  example,  if  one 
group,  say  the  mail  carriers,  decides  to 
strike,  the  sorters  and  transportation  work- 
ers stay  on  the  job.  An  unforttmate  difficulty 
arises.  When  carriers  go  on  strike,  the  sort- 
ers are  left  with  nothing  to  sort  and  the 
transporters  can  transport  nothing.  By  the 
time  the  mail  carriers'  diapers  are  changed, 
the  sorters  have  wet  their  pants.  Now  carri- 
ers pile  stacks  of  letters  in  fi*ont  of  the 
sorting  factories  and  the  transporters  wait 
for  the  mail  to  be  sorted,  but  there's  no 
m.onkey  in  the  middle!  Again,  the  typical 
Selwyn  Student  suffers.  Whether  waiting 
for  the  latest  issue  of  Sports  I' lustra  ted,  an 
application  to  another  school  (which  must 
be  returned  long  before  the  strike  will  end). 
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or  an  equally  important  correspondance 
Irom  a  (girl)friend  in  far  away  lands,  the 
only  wait  is  the  long  one.  You  might  choose 
1,0  pay  the  exorbitant  price  of  $23  —  that's 
twenty-three  dollars  —  to  send  a  letter  by 
j^'ederal  Express.  It  will  absolutely,  posi- 
tively, get  there  by  10  a.m.  the  next  morn- 
ing, but  how's  it  going  to  get  back?  No  one 
else  in  the  world  knows  (or  cares)  if  there's 
yet  another  strike  in  Quebec,  and  they  sure 
don't  use  courrier  services.  Do  you  think  I 
have  a  pessimistic  attitude?  How  do  you 
know  your  acceptance  letter  from  into  Har- 
vard University  isn't  being  used  as  firewood 
by  your  mailman  who  "just  doesn't  care"?  I 
thought  that  would  get  you. 

Of  course  the  list  goes  on  and  on. 
Imagine  this  not  so  unlikely  scenario:  A  747- 
jet  is  flying  blindly  above  our  fair  city  be- 
cause the  air  traffic  controllers  are  on  strike. 
Luckily,  a  passenger  with  a  little  flying 
experience  (pilots  are  striking,  too)  lands 
the  plane  in  an  open  cow  pasture  so  that 
there  are  only  slight  injuries.  Thank  good- 
ness, because  the  doctors  are  on  strike.  Un- 
fortunately, one  of  the  engines  is  alight  and 
the  fire  is  slowly  spreading  across  the  pas- 
ture, toward  the  city  in  the  distance.  Hey! 
Someone  call  the  Fire... What?  You  mean 
they're  on  strike,  too?  Make  like  Paul  Revere 
and  tell  everyone  to  take  the  appropriate 
fire  prevention  measures  they  learned  in 
school.  Yes,  I  know  it  would  be  easier  to 
broadcast  it,  but  there  has  been  a  minor 
dispute  in  the  pension  contract  of  radio  and 
TV  announcers.  I  also  realize  it's  been  five 
years  since  any  unionized  teachers  have 
actually  been  in  school,  so  fire  prevention 
techniques  may  be  a  bit  rusty.  So  what? 
Everyone's  been  worried  about  nuclear  war 
and  the  fire  that  ends  the  world  might  start 
if  someone  so  much  as  drops  a  lit  cigarette 
butt  on  dry  grass,  never  mind  crashes  a 
plane.  No  worries,  mate.  Even  if  we  all  die, 
we  can  still  watch  NFL  Scab  games  from  our 


box  seats  in  the  sky.... Get  my  drift?  It  may 
be  slightly  unrealistic,  but  disaster  may  not 
loom  far  ahead.  So  for  goodness  sakes, 
stamp  out  those  butts! 

Ed's  Note:  Any  response  to  this  Ed  i  to- 
rial  must  be  prompt.  The  Nexus  staff" meets 
on  Fri,  Nov.  6  at  2:45  p.m.  to  vote  on  the  issue 
of  a  strike.. .a  long  walkout  is  expected. 


A  Question  of  Morality 


As  Nexus'  first  survey  on  academic  dis- 
honesty demonstrated,  the  newspaper  has  a 
valuable  role  to  play  in  the  school  in  terms  of 
independently  bringing  to  light  problems 
that  should  be  corrected.  Most  of  you  are 
probably  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
results  of  the  survey;  its  goal  was  to  investi- 
gate the  extent  of  academic  dishonesty  in 
Grades  9, 10  and  11 ,  and  in  some  cases  the 
percentage  of  people  cheating  all  but 
touched  1 00%.  The  survey  did  not,  however, 
investigate  the  moral  implications  of  cheat- 
ing. One  must  remember  the  extent  to 
which  cheating  affects  the  individual  and 
his  surrounding  world.  If  academic  dishon- 
esty is  used  as  a  crutch,  it  hinders  the 
individual's  development  as  an  independ- 
ent, self-confident  person;  once  this  crutch  is 
removed,  the  hollow  person  will  very  likely 
collapse  for  lack  of  inner  resources.  Even  if 
the  individual  does  not  cheat  to  the  extent 
that  he  becomes  hollow,  his  character  is  still 
flawed,  for  he  tells  a  lie  every  time  his  ill- 
gotten  marks  are  displayed  to  anyone.  If  the 
person  to  whom  the  marks  are  displayed  is 
the  admissions  officer  of  a  university,  dis- 
honest students  may  prevent  honest  stu- 
dents from  being  admitted  to  that  univer- 
sity; in  other  words,  a  more  academically 
qualified  student  may  fail  to  be  admitted  as 
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a  result  of  falsified  marks.  In  the  end  every- 
one involved  loses:  the  cheater  loses  per- 
sonal strength  of  character,  the  abilities  of 
his  peers  are  wrongly  devalued,  and  the 
decisions  of  admissions  officers  are  made  on 
the  basis  of  false  information.  "But  every- 
one cheats!"  comes  the  cry.  Not  quite  every- 
one, however,  as  the  survey  shows,  the 
honest  few  may  very  well  end  up  cheated  as 
a  result  of  mass  academic  dishonesty. 

The  long-term  effects  are  clearly  shown 
in  a  current  example.  Democratic  Senator 
Joseph  Biden,  a  former  Presidential  candi- 
date in  the  1988  race,  was  forced  to  \nth- 
draw  after  records  of  his  plagiarism  in  law 
school  were  exposed.  Many  of  his  campaign 
speeches  were  also  plagiarized  fi-om  other 
politicians.  Joe  Biden  cheated  at  a  very  high 
level  of  academic  pursuit,  in  law  school,  so  it 
was  not  surprising  to  find  him  continuing 
his  dirty  practices  later  in  his  life;  he  had  few 
inner  resources  to  support  him.  Has  he 
achieved  his  goals?  Perhaps,  in  one  sense, 
since  he  is  a  Senator.  He  has  not,  however, 
lived  up  to  his  own  expectations  as  well  as 
those  of  others,  for  he  failed  in  his  attempt  to 
become  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Saying  that  cheating  v^dll  hamper  the  devel- 
opment of  personal  character  is  not  blowing 
the  issue  out  of  proportion;  we  can  clearly 
see  that  academic  dishonesty  can  ruin  a 
person's  highest  ambitions.  Let's  not  warp 
our  lives  before  they've  begun  in  earnest. 
There  is  plenty  of  time  to  change. 


GRADE  REPS 


GRADES 

Since  it's  reasonable  to  say  that 
most  of  you  out  there  are  Grade  Eights,  I'd 
like  you  to  compare  the  homework  we've  had 


this  year  and  that  of  last  year.  Is  there  any 
real  difference?  1  mean,  can  you  differenti- 
ate even  the  smallest  thing?  If  you  can't, 
however,  I  suggest  that  you  seek  an  eye 
doctor.  During  the  first  few  weeks  of  school, 
the  work  load  for  our  grade  seems  to  bo  a  lot 
more  than  that  of  last  year's.  I  think  the 
teachers  should  at  least  allow  us  to  h«^ve  a 
period  for  us  to  get  accustomed  to  the  tre- 
mendous amount  of  work.  To  demonstrate 
my  point,  I  have  prepared  a  sample  week  of 
work. 
Monday 

Math  :  Do  examples  1-20  p.  345 
History:  Do  questions  in  chapter  for  Friday 

Term  Paper  due  soon 
English:  Do  Words.  Phrases  &  Clauses 

pages  20-25 

Critical  Essay 
French:  Do  En  Route  pages  14-18 

Tuesday 

Math:  Do  examples  1-15  p.  346 
English:  Study  quotations  from 
Merchant  of  Venice 

Wednesday 

Geography:  Finish  map  and  flight  chart 
Math:  Test  on  Friday 
Biology:  Lab  report  due  in  a  week 
History:  Do  work  on  term  paper 
French:  Do  composition  about  cities 
in  the  future 

Thursday 

English:  Reread  Act  III  from 
Merchant  of  Venice 
Composition  due  on  Monday 

Math:  Test  Tomorrow 

French:  Verb  test  on  Tuesday 

Geography:  Test  on  Wednesday 

Biology:  Test  on  Thursday 
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Friday 

English:  Rough  Draft  of  Critical  Essay 

due  on  Friday 
Math:  Do  examples  1-30  letters  a,b,c,d 

page  356-358 
French:  Do  Communications  Plus  p. 30 
Biology:  Answer  question,  "Are  the  effects 
of  overeating  always  the  same?" 


teachers  have  been  overheard  asking  stu- 
dents for  advice. 

Sadly,  that's  it  for  now.  See  you  in 
three  weeks  with  more  information  which 
borders  on  the  insane,  the  occult  and  the 
bizarre. 

GRADE  9 


Has  The  School  Gone 
Crazy? 

It's  time  for  another  unforgettable 
issue  of  Selwyn's  Pulitzer  Prize  v^dnning 
newspaper,  Nexus.  With  this  new  issue  of 
Nexus  comes  a  new  writer,  in  this  case 
Javier  Schiffrin...no  applause  please.  Over 
the  past  few  weeks,  a  secret  student  probe 
has  been  sent  amongst  the  ranks  of  Selwyn 
House,  without  the  consent  of  the  student 
population,  to  gather  precise  scientific  infor- 
mation. The  probe,  whose  name  vnll  be  with- 
held for  safety's  sake,  has  returned  with 
information  concerning  one  home  room's 
mental  stablility,  the  School  Staffs  strange 
opinion  on  the  stock  market,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  a  uniform  change. 

Does  this  all  seem  strange  to  you?  It 
sounds  strange  to  me.  First,  our  journey  into 
this  bizarre  would  takes  us  to  8B.  This  form 
room  has  been  acting  rather  strangely  dur- 
ing such  subjects  as  Geography  and  Eng- 
lish. In  English,  the  infamous  duo  of  Werle- 
man  and  Dibai  have  been  heard  emitting 
strange  vmearthly  noises  and  radio  signals, 
obstructing  the  class's  train  of  thought. 

Recently,  there  has  been  rumor  of  a 
uniform  change.  The  change  is  unconfirmed 
and  questions  must  be  asked  of  school  direc- 
tors. 

Lately,  the  stock  market  has  been 
going  through  a  rough  time.  In  the  Staff 
Room,  and  particularly  in  English  class. 


The  Voices  of  Grade  Nine 

When  Editor  Blake  Ferger  approached 
me  regarding  the  creation  of  this  feature,  I 
was,  to  say  the  least,  surprised.  Grumbling 
about  the  fact  that  writers  in  Nexus  were 
sometimes  dull,  I  found  myself  in  the  posi- 
tion to  follow  the  monotonous  trend,  or  to  try 
to  be  half-way  interesting.  For  those  loyal 
reader's  of  Sammy  Sirdeshpande's  fine  fea- 
ture, the  "Voice  of  Grade  Eight,"  I'd  hke  you 
to  know  that  I'll  do  my  best  to  keep  up  his 
high  standard  of  quality  writing  (well, 
maybe  I'll  even  go  a  little  higher). 

A  participant  in  the  much  abused 
"martial-arts/karate'"  option,  I  find  myself 
incapable  of  making  such  jockish  comments 
as  "Let's  hear  it  for  the  boys  of  Senior  Soc- 
cer," or  "...using  the  talent  of  Joe  Blow  from 
Rigaud,  Selwjm's  Senior  Football  Team 
pulled  off  another  hair-raising  victory..." 
For  those  of  you  who  are  sports  fanatics, 
take  heart:  Super-Jock  Oneal  Banerjee  will 
make  Sports  Updates  once  in  a  while. 

This  article  will  contain  a  mish-mash 
of  topics,  as  well  as  several  "departments," 
which  will  center  on  a  specific  subject.  The 
regularity  of  these  different  departments 
will  vary  week  to  week.  OK?  Fine.  Enjoy  this 
tri-weekly  essay,  and  remember  that  pans 
run  out  of  ink  only  if  you  use  them! 

Public  Plea  Department  —  Mr. 
Nincheri  requests  that  the  Kitchen  Staff  set 
the  glasses  out  right  side  up.  Otherwise  they 
smell  of  Ajax,  a  stench  (and  thought)  uncon- 
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In  an  effort  to  satiate  the  mad  desires  of 
screaming  hordes  of  Grade  Nines  for  some- 
thing relevant  to  tell  them  I,  the  Voice  of 
Grade  Nine,  have  decided  to  unearth  the 
issue  of  the  century:  the  pen  and  pencil  con- 
troversy. 

I  shall  begin  where  all  good  stories  begin: 
at  the  beginning.  In  the  beginning  there 
were  pencils,  but  as  the  sun  rose  on  Grade 
Five  or  so,  the  Golden  Age  of  the  Pen  began. 
This  new  instrument  was  a  novelty  at  first, 
but  soon  people  began  to  realize  that  certain 
teachers  had  their  preferences  and  refused 
to  accept  the  other.  Tempers  rose  and  pa- 
pers were  ripped  up.  For  a  while  they 
seemed  evenly  matched:  pen  and  pencil, 
History  and  Geography  teacher,  English 
and  Math  teacher.  Soon,  however,  the  pen 
began  taking  control  as  it  replaced  the  pen- 
cil in  Geography.  The  last  bastion  of  the 
pencil  seems  to  be  Math,  but  who  knows 
what  the  future  holds? 

My  solution  is  simple:  DEATH  TO 
PENCILS  of  all  colour,  race  and  creed!  All 
power  to  the  pen!  Long  live  the  revolution  of 
ink! 

PEN  USERS  OF  THE  WORLD  UNITE!!!!! 


David  Price 


GRADE  10 


Let  me  tell  you  "bout  a  place. 
Somewhere  down  the  New  York  way, 
Where  the  people  are  so  gay, 
Twistin'  the  night  away-aay 

Hear  they  have  a  lot  of  fun, 
Puttin'  the  trouble  on  the  run, 
Man  there  ain't  nothin'  like 
Twistin'  the  night  away. 

-Sam  Cooke 

The  above  song  is  dedicated  to  the 
Twist,"  perhaps  the  most  famous  dance  to 


emerge  from  that  fad-filled  time  in  the  early 
sixties  known  as  the  "Sock-Hop"  era.  During 
this  time  it  was  important  that  you  knew 
how  to  do  the  "Locomotion"  and  the  "Mash- 
p>otatoe,"  just  as  important  as  it  was  that 
your  "Twist"  be  smooth  and  your  "Shake" 
wild.  It  was  a  time  of  hoola-hoops  and  bubble 
gum  and  girls  in  "bobby-socks."  Eldorado 
fins  and  "ducktail"  haircuts  were  for  the 
guys,  but  dancing  was  for  everyone.  I  sup- 
pose that  having  to  learn  to  master  each  new 
dance  as  it  became  popular  must  have  been 
tiresome  for  some,  but  then  again,  at  least 
dancing  in  itself  was  considered  important. 
Today,  casual  teenage  dancing  is  lethargic 
and  unimaginative.  The  Eighties  teen  tends 
to  shuffle  his/her  feet  or  just  refuses  to  dance 
at  all.  This  is  a  shame  because  music  is 
meant  to  move  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul. 
Half-assed   dancers    also    make    for   dull 
dances  that  never  get  off  the  ground,  which 
is  a  waste  of  a  Friday  night.  Now  I  realize  not 
everyone  can  be  a  Fred  Astaire  (may  he  rest 
in  peace),  but  a  little  effort  can't  hurt.  If  you 
feel  you  can't  dance,  and  you  are  so  awful 
that  if  would  be  embarassing  to  do  so   in 
front  of  people,  remember  that  a  girl  will  al- 
ways be  more  impressed  by  a  guy  who  tries 
than  a  guy  who  doesn't.  If  your  body  wants 
to  move  a  certain  way,  let  it  move;  who  cares 
what  anyone  else  thinks?  Relax  and  have  a 
good  time.  Go  v^dth  the  flow  because  that's 
what  dancing's  all  about.  If  your  friend  or 
girlfriend  is  "too  cool"  to  dance,  say  "Sod  you 
mate!"  and  do  your  own  thing.  Yikes!  I'm 
beginning  to  sovmd  like  Rascal! 

A  word  or  two  on  Selly  dances:  When 
I  was  in  Grades  Seven  and  Eight,  I  couldn't 
wait  tmtil  my  first  Senior  School  dance.  But 
the  first  thing  I  heard  from  the  Grade  Ten- 
ers  upo.i  entering  Grade  Nine  was  that 
dances  "sucked"  and  were  "lame."  So  there  I 
was  after  waiting  two  years  for  my  first 
dance,  and  people  were  telling  me  they  were 
boring.  I  couldn't  figure  out  how  a  room  full 
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of  girls  and  guys  dancing  could  possible  be 
boring...  then  I  went  to  my  first  dance.  I  im- 
mediately realized  that  what  I  had  been  told 
was  indeed  true,  but  only  because  the  people 
wlio  told  me  were  themselves  so  utterly 
boring  that  they  ruined  the  whole  thing.  I'm 
net  saying  they  were  generally  boring 
people,  but  only  that  they  had  the  wrong 
spirit  for  a  dance.  If  you  go  to  a  dance  (or 
anything  in  life,  for  that  matter)  expecting  it 
to  be  boring,  it  will  be.  Also,  if  you  have  to 
get  drunk  or  stoned  to  have  a  good  time,  then 
there's  no  point  in  going.  Being  intoxicated 
ruins  all  the  fun!  The  October  30th 
"Hallow's  Eve"  dance  could  be  a  turning 
point  for  Selly  dances  if,  and  only  if,  the 
students  give  it  a  chance.  Come  to  the  door 
with  a  positive  attitude  and  you  might  just 
find  you  have  a  great  time.  (I  just  realized 
that  this  article  will  probably  only  appear 
afi-er  the  dance;  jeesh,  am  I  ever  a  knuckle- 
head).  Anyway,  if  this  article  doesn't  appear 
before  the  dance,  I  hope  we  all  had  a  good 
time.  To  conclude,  I  wovJd  like  to  say  that 
I'm  really  not  a  Rascal,  I'm  just  an  incurable 
BROWNIE.  So  I  hope  you  have  (or  had)  a 
good  time  at  the  dance  and  remember  this, 
any  consumption  of  drugs  or  alcohol  while 
on  school  premises  will  merit  you  a  - 

MONDAY  MORNING  SPECIAL 
with  MR.MITCHELL.  Be  good,  and  I'll  see 
you  'round. 

Yours  legally, 

An  Unemployed  Vulcan 

(alias  Myles  Hainsworth) 

GRADE  11 

Reflecting  back  on  these  first  two  months 
of  school,  I've  determined  that,  in  compari- 
son to  our  previous  years  together,  we've 
had  a  lot  more  success  in  our  endeavors. 
What  is  more  significant,  however,  is  that 
we've  both  enjoyed  and  amused  ourselves 
doing  them.  Take,  for  instance,  our  Orienta- 


tion Weekend  together:  everyone  had  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  time  and  the  weekend's 
goals  were  accomplished  with  remarkable 
ease.  Our  success  is  greatly  due  to  the  fact 
that  for  the  first  time  ever,  the  entire  grade 
is  working  together  as  a  team. 

If  one  were  to  look  at  the  Senior  class  as  a 
whole,  I  don't  think  he  could  possibly  find  us 
lacking  in  diversity.  The  multi-dimensional 
nature  of  our  grade  provides  us  with  close  to 
the  perfect  combination  of  talent.  This  has 
become  apparent  in  all  of  our  athletic,  aca- 
demic and  extracurricular  undertakings. 

The  Senior  Football  team  finished  its 
regular  season  with  a  6-1  record,  good 
enough  for  a  first  place  tie  with  Loyola  and 
L.C.C.  Unfortunately,  it  lost  in  the  quarter- 
finals to  the  former  team,  which  it  had  pre- 
viously beaten.  The  highlight  of  the  season 
was  the  team's  defeat  of  B.C.S.,  in  the  an- 
nual Norsworthy  Cup  Game,  was  for  the 
first  time  ever.  The  Senior  Soccer  team  was 
just  as  successful.  Having  not  won  a  game  in 
two  years,  this  Senior  Gryphon  Team  of  the 
Week  surprised  everybody  by  winning  five 
games.  The  players'  enthusiasm  and  desire 
were  very  commendable,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, they  did  not  achieve  a  playoff  birth. 
Academically,  at  least  according  to  Mr. 
Moffat,  the  school  has  not  seen  a  smarter 
group.  Upon  returning  a  recent  physics  lab 
on  Cyclidic  Motion,  Mr.  Moffat  announced 
that,  in  his  teaching  experiences  at  Selwyn, 
he  had  never  seen  this  particular  lab  done  as 
well.  It  was,  moreover,  the  hardest  lab  of  the 
year.  Does  Mr.  Moffat  make  this  same 
announcement  every  year  to  different 
classes?  I  doubt  it;  he  doesn't  seem  the  type. 
Dr.  Harker,  in  an  article  in  the  Selwyn 
House  Newsletter,  also  remarked  on  the 
high  quality  work  received  by  the  English 
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Both  he  and  Mr.  Dowd  have  awarded  nu- 
merous 90+%  marks  on  recent  critical  es- 
says. I  am  certain  that  they  are  not  marking 
any  easier. 

SeUing  doughnuts,  the  Graduating  Class 
has  grossed  close  to  $1000  in  just  over  a 
month  and  our  profits  are  already  approach- 
ing half  of  the  total  profits  raised  in  previous 
years.  At  this  rate,  we  might  be  able  to  pay 
for  our  Grad  Dance  ft-om  doughnut  profits 
alone.  Furthermore,  we  have  already 
booked  the  banquet  room  for  our  Grad 
Dance,  an  objective  that  was  not  completed 
until  late  March  for  many  other  classes.  In 
the  Terry  Fox  Run,  in  addition  to  a  morning 
of  exercise  and  amusement,  earnings  total- 
led close  to  $1500,  all  of  which  vnll  be  do- 
nated to  cancer  research.  This  acheivement 
is  credited  to  the  collaboration  of  our  entire 
class.  In  the  recent  pumpkin  drive,  the 
Senior  Hockey  Team,  along  with  many 
other  students,  raised  $21 00,  a  figure  which 
far  exceeds  previous  drive  totals.  On  the 
same  day,  the  garage  sale  raised  an  addi- 
tional $5  000  with  the  help  of  Russell,  the 
teaching  staff,  and  many  Selwyn  mothers. 
The  Selwyn  House  "All  Hallows  Eve  of 
Surprise"  costume  dance  was  the  best  in 
years.  For  the  first  time  in  three  years,  it 
was  completely  sold  out  (in  fact,  schools 
were  still  begging  for  more  tickets),  and 
everybody  who  came  actually  wore  a  cos- 
tume. Finally,  the  orange  drive  has  already 
started  off  well.  Money  has  not  stopped 
rolling  in  from  these  different  fund-raisers. 

All  this  may  be  very  positive  and  reassur- 
ing, but  we  cannot  start  slacking  off.  In  fact, 
even  as  I  write,  due  to  various  complications 
which  have  been  made  aware  to  you,  dough- 
nut sales  have  come  to  a  halt.  Let's  put  this 
incident  behind  us  and  resume  our  original 


intensity  and  hard  work.  Remember,  we 
have  an  exceptional  grade,  and  if  we  put  our 
heads  together,  nothing  can  stop  us  from 
having  the  best  year  of  our  lives.  It's  our 
final  year,  guys;  let's  enjoy  it. 

Douglas  NauHir 


ESSAYS 


In  Search  of  the 
Chameleon  Mark 

Have  you  ever  wonae'-ed  if  the  mark 
your  teacher  gives  you  is  influenced  by  any 
personal  bias  your  teacher  may  have 
against  you?  Often,  have  I  worked  relatively 
hard  on  an  assignment  only  to  receive  a 
mark  in  the  upper-seventy  percentile,  while 
my  classmates  reputed  to  be  more  studious 
have  turned  out  the  same  quality  of  work, 
but  have  received  a  notably  higher  marks. 

Last  week  I  got  back  an  assignment  of 
which  I  was  rather  proud  (I  had  even  gone  to 
the  trouble  of  typing  it  out).  My  mark  was  3 
78%.  I  begsui  to  seriously  wonder  whether 
the  quality  of  my  work  was  really  that  bad 
compared  to  that  of  my  classmates  (I  had 
received  the  second-lowest  mark  in  the 
class),  but  after  looking  at  other's  assign- 
ments, I  could  not  figure  out  why  I  had  the 
second-lowest  mark  in  the  class.  I  had  to 
wonder  whether  my  work,  copied  out  word 
for  word  by  someone  else,  would  receive  a 
different  mark.  Conveniently,  another 
classmate  had  not  yet  handed  in  the  assign- 
ment the  rest  of  us  had  just  gotten  back. 
Seizing  this  opportvmity,  I  convinced  him  to 
copy  out  my  work  verbatim  and  to  hand  it  in 
as  his  own. 

My  colleague  copied  my  work  word 
for  word  right  down  to  the  very  last  period 
and  comma.  The  only  difference  between 
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the  two  assignments  was  that  his  was  writ- 
ten by  hand,  while  mine  had  been  typed.  He 
received  the  terrific  mark  of  90%  for  the 
same  piece  of  work  that  earned  me  only  78%. 

This  is  not  an  isolated  incident  for  me 
in  this  class;  every  mark  I  have  received 
since  the  beginning  of  September  has  been 
amongst  the  lowest  three  in  the  class. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  students  are  put 
into  an  unofficial  "marking  bracket"  at  the 
beginning  of  their  career  which  can  be 
nearly  impossible  to  get  out  of.  Incentive  is 
the  driving  force  behind  performance,  and  a 
student's  incentive  is  knowing  that  there  is 
no  limit  to  his  ability  and  that  if  he  really 
puts  some  effort  into  something  he  will  be 
rewarded  with  a  mark  he  can  be  proud  of. 

I  hope  that  my  having  written  this 
article  v^dll  perhaps  make  some  teachers 
think  about  being  a  little  more  open-minded 
about  a  person's  abilities  rather  than  to 
allow  other,  more  personal  factors,  to  influ- 
ence their  opinion  of  the  work  the  students 
methodically  turn  out. 

Carl  Brabander,  IIB 

The  Backstreet  Stabbing 
of  the  English  Language 

The  English  language  is  suffering  a  slow 
death  in  the  hallowed  halls  of  Selwyn  House 
School.  Overdramatic  descriptions  and 
compliments  are  kicked  around  from  loafer 
to  loafer.  When  a  relatively  average  hit  in 
football  is  described  as  "fantastic,  incred- 
ible, and  outstanding,"  you  begin  to  think 
that  the  boy  from  Baie  Comeau,  and  all  his 
gushy  rhetoric,  is  going  to  be  the  literary 
death  of  us  all. 

Monday  the  gang  returns.  It  was  a 
"narly"  weekend.  Biff  guzzelled  two  beers 
under  the  cover  of  a  mosquito-infested 
hedge  in  Murray  Hill  Park.  Anthony  found 


Arnold  Schwartznegger's  new  film  in  which 
he  hunts  down  another  pack  of  alien  crea- 
tures "completely  awesome".  And  the  mis- 
guided, mind- wrenching  descriptions  do  not 
end  here. 

Almost  every  class,  for  instance,  is 
plagued  by  sympathetic  teachers  attempt- 
ing to  massage  fragile  student's  egos  at  the 
first  hint  of  academic  setback.  A  below 
average  mark  becomes  "good,"  an  average 
mark  becomes  "very  good,"  and  a  good  mark 
becomes  "outstanding." 

Appalling  language  is  no  longer  ifined 
to  the  smokey  poolrooms  of  Idaho.  Ainid  the 
endless  barrage  of  nonsense,  only  expletives 
triumph  over  the  din.  If  Eddie  Murphy  can 
do  it,  so  can  the  students  in  Grades  1 
through  11  at  Selwyn  House  School. 
Everyone's  doing  it.  It  is  the  only  way  to  get 
a  point  across. 

You've  heard  of  economic  inflation, 
where  the  price  of  everything  goes  up  be- 
cause everyone  wants  more?  This  is  lan- 
guage inflation,  where  words  are  employed 
without  thinking  in  the  hope  of  attention- 
grabbing. 

In  soap  operas,  everything  is  either 
"spectacular"  or  "awful."  People  tend  to 
carry  on  this  fantasy-land  mentality  in  their 
speech  habits. 

Let  us  clean  up  the  corndors  of  Selwyn 
House  with  well-chosen  words  and  save  the 
cost  of  headache  remedies.  Gobbling  aspirin 
gets  tiring! 

Warren  Vaiamanis 

Grade  Eleven  Prefects 

I  am  hopeful  that  this  essay  will  not 
be  misinterpreted  as  a  vain,  jealous  attempt 
to  satisfy  insecurity,  though  some  may  view 
it  as  such.  I  am  referring  to  the  annual 
election  of  Prefects  from  the  ranks  of  the 
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Grade  Eleven  class. 

To  begin  with,  let  me  state  that  I  have 
no  personal  bias  against  any  one  member  of 
the  six-member  team.  They  are  all  fine  indi- 
viduals whom  I  will  consider  my  friends  for 
many  years  to  come.  I  am  equally  certain 
that  they  will  perform  their  duties  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  student  body.  I  must 
question,  however,  the  necessity  of  their 
appointment  to  the  functioning  of  Selwyn 
House. 

It  seems  obvious  that  a  hierarchy  has 
developed  within  the  Eleventh  Grade.  At 
the  apex  of  our  triangle  is  the  Head  Prefect 
—  the  all  powerful  commander  of  the  gradu- 
ating class,  as  it  were.  Under  him  an  elite 
has  formed  —  the  other  five  Prefects  with 
virtually  equal  power.  Finally,  at  the  base  of 
the  triangle  come  the  proletarian  masses, 
xinappreciated  for  their  efforts  and  virtually 
unremembered  by  the  teachers. 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  students  past 
and  present,  it  is  worth  mentioning  the 
possible  psychology  that  may  develop  in  the 
mind  of  the  "commoner"  as  a  result  of  the 
hierarchy.  It  seems  that  the  credit  for  tasks 
performed  lies  solely  with  the  Prefects.  It 
follows  therefore  that  the  non-Prefect  will 
lose  his  enthusiasm,  since  he  is  not  in  the 
spotlight.  Such  a  loss  invariably  leads  to  the 
faltering  of  the  teamwork  dynamics  essen- 
tial to  success.  Would  not  the  rallying  cry  of 
forty-six  enthusiastic  stiidents  be  greater 
than  that  of  a  mere  six?  I  fear  that  the 
conmioner  has  all  but  lost  his  enthusiasm. 

It  may  seem  that  I  am  attempting  to 
downplay  the  efforts  of  the  Prefects.  To  date, 
their  work  has  been  excellent  and  well 
appreciated.  I  would  like,  however,  to  bring 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  students  would  certainly  like  to 
help.  Class  spirit  would  be  the  victor,  and 
there  would  be  no  losers.  As  history  surely 
indicates,  brotherly  love  is  difficult  at  best 
when  one's  brother  is  "superior"  to  him.  If 


the  entire  class  performed  as  a  unified 
group,  the  forces  of  brotherhood  would  in- 
crease exponentially. 

I  propose  the  outright  abolition  of 
Prefecthood.  Privileges  and  responsibilities 
should  be  shared  equally  amongst  all.  Were 
this  the  case,  the  hierarchy  would  be  elimi- 
nated and  class  spirit  renewed.  I  hope  that 
in  the  future  the  adminis*^ ration  of  Selwyn 
house  will  review  its  decision  on  what  seems 
to  me  a  poor  policy.  Moreover,  I  hope  that 
this  essay  will  be  interpreted  as  an  attempt 
at  constructive  criticism  rather  than  "sour 
grapes."  Unity,  equalHy,  and  brotherhood  in 
the  ranks  are  at  stake. 

Anonymous 


SPORTS 


You  are  the  Manager 

Match  your  wits  with  baseball's  top 
managers! 

There  probably  isn't  a  baseball  fan  alive 
who  hasn't  questioned  a  manager's  decision. 
In  this  week's  sports  column,  you  will  do 
more  than  question  a  decision  —  you  vrill 
make  it. 

There  is  no  right  or  wrong  solution  to  the 
following  problem.  Luck  can  make  a  bad 
move  look  great  and  a  good  move  seem  like 
a  terrible  blunder.  But  with  a  championship 
at  stake,  the  pressure  is  on.  Good  Luck! 

Does  the  Big  Man  Bunt? 

You  are  managing  the  Pittsburgh  Pi- 
rates in  the  1971  World  Series.  Baltimore 
has  won  the  first  2  games;  however  you  now 
lead  the  third  game  2-1  in  the  seventh  in- 
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n-ng. 

Your  first  two  batters,  Roberto  Clemente 
and  Willie  Stargell,  reach  base  safely.  With 
two  on  and  no  one  out,  first  baseman  Bob 
T?  ihertson  is  at  bat.  This  is  a  eood  time  for 
a  sacrifice  bunt  to  move  the  runners  into 
scoring  position  —  but  do  you  want 
Robertson  to  bunt? 

Would  a  bunt  be  favorable? 

Obviously,  the  Orioles  do  not  expect  a 
bunt  especially  with  the  fi-ee  swinging 
Robertson  at  the  plate.  Baltimore  third 
baseman  Brooks  Robinson  is  playing  deep, 
but  is  nonetheless  one  of  the  finest  fielders 
in  all  of  baseball. 

Mike  Cuellar,  Baltimore's  pitcher,  is  a 
20-game  winner,  offof  whom  it  is  not  easy  to 
score. 

Consider  Robertson's  Bunting  Ability 

With  26  home  runs  and  a  0,271  batting 
average  this  year,  Robertson  is  known  for 
his  power  rather  than  his  bat  control. 

Catcher  Manny  Sanguillen  bats  next,  an 
excellent  0,319  hitter.  Your  team  is  in  a 
batting  slump,  having  collected  only  11  hits 
in  the  first  two  games. 

Robertson  and  the  runner  look  to  third 
for  a  signal. 

What  will  your  signal  be? 

#1  Does  Robertson  bunt? 

#2  Does  Robertson  hit  away? 

Choose,  then  find  out  what  the  Pirates' 
manager  did,  and  the  outcome. 

ANSWERS  ON  THE  LAST  PAGE! 

Michael  Wexler 


ETCETERA 


The  Senior  Yearbook  Editors,  Mr.  Krinole 
and  Mr.  Glasspoole,  together  with  the  Yer  r- 
book  Staff,  have  once  again  produced  vn 
attractive  and  interesting  volume  of  nost£  1- 
gia  —  the  1987  Selwyn  House  Yearbook. 
The  Nexus  Staff,  along  with  the  entire  Staff 
and  student  body,  wishes  to  extend  its  grati- 
tude and  congratulations  to  them  for  their 
dedication  in  what  is  surely  one  of  the 
school's  most  thankless  jobs. 


Math  Puzzles 

1)  Jack  Pickerel  wants  to  find  out  how  many 
walleye  are  in  his  fishing  pond.  He  nets  40 
of  them,  tags  and  releases  them.  A  few  days 
later,  90  are  netted  and  5  are  found  to  have 
tags.  What  does  this  tell  Jack  about  his 
walleye  population? 

2)  If  sqr(y  +1 2)  +  sqr(y)  =  6,  find  the  value  of 
sqr(y  +  12)-  sqr(y).  Elegant  solutions  only. 

Eds.  note:  sqr  means  square  root. 

Answers  in  the  Next  Issue 

Mr.  Andrew  Lumsden 

Joke  Contest  Entries 

Q:  Did  you  hear  about  the  new  corduroy 

pillows? 

A:  They're  making  headlines. 

Q:  What's  a  pronoun? 

A:  A  noun  that  has  lost  its  amateur  status. 


Mr.  D.  Booth 
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CLASSIFIED 


For  Sale:  1  pair  of  Micron  Medallic  size  8 
1/2.  Almost  new.  Regular  Price:  $190. 1  cm. 
blades.  Price  negotiable.  See  Mr.  Nicoll. 

You've  heard  them  on  CHOM.  You've  seen 
them  at  Station  10.  You  want  their  new 
album,  but  you  don't  want  to  pay  $10.  See 
Jeff  Beaty  in  IIB  for  The  Darned's  new 
album.  CHEAP! 

Hockey  Skates  for  Sale:  Bauer  Supreme 
Custom  100.  Size  5 1/2.  Price:  60$.  See  Sean 
Oilman,  9A. 

Brooks  Football  Cleats  for  Sale.  Brand 
New.  Size  8  1/2.  Price:  20$.  See  Sean  Gil- 
man,  9  A. 

For  Sale:  Pair  of  Bauer  lOO's  Excellent 
Condition,  Size  5  l/2,Price  $50 

Pair  of  Bauer  lOO's,  Very  Good  Condition, 
Size  7,  Price  $35 

Pair  of  Bauer  lOOO's  Excellent  Condition, 
Size  8,  Price  $65 

All  Prices  Are  Negotiable.  Contact  Eric 
Jabal  in  IOC  or  at  672-3248  after  6:30p.m. 


Answers  to  You  Are  the  Manager 

The  Pirates  chose  #1 ,  the  bunt. 

The  fact  that  Brooks  Robinson  was  deep 
convinced  the  Pirates  to  let  even  a  poor 
hunter  like  Bob  sacrifice.  They  were  strug 
gling  offensively,  and  chose  to  play  for  one  or 
two  runs  rather  than  "the  big  inning." 

Here's  What  Happened! 

As  it  turned  out,  Robertson,  not  paying 
attention,  missed  the  Dunt  signal  alto- 
gether! This  was  dangerous  since  the  run- 
ners would  be  on  the  move.  Fortunately,  the 
big  first  baseman  hit  the  pitch  so  solidly  that 
it  sailed  over  the  fence  for  a  home  run. 

Story  based  on  Nate  Aaseng's  Baseball: 
"Does  the  Big  man  bunt?" 


Skateboard  For  Sale:  Vision  Gator  with 
tracker  Vitralites,  See  Morgan  Carter  in 
11 B  for  info  or  call  932-3396.  $75.  Nego- 
tiable. 
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What'ya  think  Mr.  Dowd?  I  told  you  these  pups  were  good  for  something. 

Boys,  my  bags... 


It's  no  French  pastry,  but  I  get  to  hck  my  fingers! 
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Two  all  beef  patties... LOOK,all  we  have  is  juice.  Just  Juice! 


Midget  soccer  en  route  to  semi-final  spot. 


